





@ 


The Library 


of the 


CLAREMONT 


SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 


1325 North College Avenue 
Claremont, CA 91711-3199 
1/800-626-7820 





OEE ASST or tae PCRU OLEE OY OPO? 


He 
i} 
a 
4 
fa: 
: 


The. 


Methodist Student 


Movement 


Annual Report 
1945 


Theology Library 


SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
AT CLAREMONT 
California 


Issued by 


Department of Student Work 

Division of Educational Institutions, Board of Education 
THE METHODIST CHURCH 
810 Broadway, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


DEPARTMENT OF STUDENT WORK 


H. D. BOLLINGER, Secretary 
H. C. BRown, Associate Secretary 
H. A. EHRENSPERGER, Editorial Secretary 


INTRODUCTION 


The 1944 annual report of the Department of Student Work to the 
Board of Education one year ago was in the nature of a summary of the 
program of the Methodist Student Movement during the first quadren- 
nium of The Methodist Church. It described the democratic-educa- 
tional method by which the student program operates, defined objectives, 
summarized achievements, and appended a complete directory of local 
units in Methodist colleges, Wesley Foundations, and other college and 
university centers. 

Since this is the first annual report of the new quadrennium, it will 
be devoted almost entirely to looking ahead. There is probably no social 
unit in American life that suffered greater changes during the period of 
the war than the college campus. These changes will probably continue. 
A casual glance at the post-war plans of the federal government, state 
. governments, and of our colleges and universities indicates that the 
future holds great possibilities of change and enlargement. It will be our 
purpose to seek to outline and define what the program of the Methodist 
Student Movement should be for the religious life of the college student 
in the days to come. 


THE THINKING PROCESS IN THE STUDENT RELIGIOUS PROGRAM 


It is now rather clearly evident that the Methodist Student Move- 
ment is a conscious, cohesive development in student religious life on 
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F - our college and university campuses. It is a part of the great phenomena 
e of church student movements that have developed in this country in 
recent years. These church student movements owe their origin to the 
__ new consciousness of churchmanship, the rising tide of the ecumenical 
_ spirit, and to the fact that students have a spiritual hunger for deeper 
_ reality in their lives. The Methodist Student Movement has now reached 
the place where it is not only an organizational reality and a conscious 
entity of the church to which students are giving their loyalty, but it is 
also something that is moving through their religious experience. It is en- 
_ tirely probable that it will give birth to new ideas and ideologies which 
_will be exceedingly important in the days to come. 
___ ‘The student religious program to be effective must have the following 
elements: 
_ 1. It must be voluntary. That is, the student must engage in it because of his 
own inner desire. 
Paes must have sufficient strength and virility to command the loyalty of the 
student. 
= 8. It must furnish projects or channels of service whereby the student can give 
5 practical expression to his Christian idealism. 


aa 


_ The Methodist Student Movement has elements of all three of these. 
It exists for the express purpose of allowing the student to voluntarily 
give himself in loyal devotion to the great enterprises of the kingdom of 
God. However, the time has now come for the Methodist Student Move- 
ment to give careful attention to the development of the above process 
with the proper ideology to support it. 

The Methodist Student Movement stands for a modern type of con- 

_ structive Christian liberalism. By this is meant the attempt to recapture 
and make real the pristine power and strength of the fellowship which 
the living Christ established in the first century. This recapture of es- 
sential Christianity must be made in the light of the scientific method and 
its practical application to human living. If the Methodist Student 
Movement can make Christ and his fellowship real to the college student 
of today in the light of the learning which he receives in the atmosphere 
of the laboratory, library, classroom and campus—it will have fully 
justified itself within the life of our Church. It is to this end that its pro- 
gram, spirit and work are dedicated. 

There are certain movements now sweeping through student life. 

- One of them may be regarded as a conservative movement. Its deliberate 
attempt is to revitalize the Christian faith at the point of its dogmas with 
specific reference to bibliocentric interpretations of the Christian faith. 
This point of view is always present in a crisis period. The movement is 
gaining strength on the American college campus. Mass meetings are 
being held and there is the attempt to emphasize some of the vital evange- 
listic-missionary spirit that characterized the student movement of the 
latter half of the nineteenth century. In fairness, it should be said that 
there is need for just such emphasis of the evangelistic-missionary spirit. 
However, this must come about in the light of the new learning with an 
attitude of fearlessly seeking the truth and not in an attempt to by-pass 
the intellectual process. The other movement which is sweeping through 
some of the colleges and universities, but which has not yet greatly af- 
fected the undergraduate student body, is definitely a theological move- 
ment. As is characteristic of most theological movements, the contro- 
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versy centers around Christology and the extent to which interpretations 
will be made on the basis of orthodoxy, neo-orthodoxy or liberalism.. 


The student movement cannot be insensitive to these developments. — 


It must take them into consideration, give them thorough discussion, 
and utilize them for the highest good in the growth of the religious life 
of the individual and of the group. The Methodist Student Movement 
will proceed in days to come to give careful attention to all of the develop- 
ments that are current in campus thinking today to the end that they 
may be made effective in the religious life of the individual student, in 


his campus experience, and in relation to all life. Plans are being made 


through conferences, leadership training, seminars, and the distribution 
of literature to give careful attention to this particular aspect of the 
development of student religious life. 


DEMOBILIZATION 


Demobilization is that general covering term that is being used to 
describe the adjustment that our society is making and will make in 
the post-war period. Demobilization refers not only to the returning 
veterans but to the thousands who will be returning from industry and 
from Civilian Public Service camps who will be making the adjustments 
that are occasioned by the war experience. November 1, 1944, Dr. Ray- 
mond Walters, nationally recognized college statistician, reported that 
there were 608,750 full-time college students on our campuses. On various 
campuses enrollment was, on the basis of these figures, from 50 to 94 per 
cent below normal figures of 1989 which was the last normal peace-time 
year. It can now be expected that there will soon be a rapid return of 
students to college campuses. There are approximately 3,400 disabled 
veterans currently studying in colleges and universities. These numbers 


will be increased in days to come and Dr. Walters estimates that in the 


post-war period, in addition to a large number of students returning to 
college campuses from industry, there will be a flow of an additional 650,- 
000 war veterans to college campuses. This will not occur at one time or 
in a single year. The students will be arriving over a period of years and 
it is expected that the peak load for colleges and universities will probably 
come a year to a year and a half after the defeat of Germany and Japan. 
The returning student will respénd to the familiar allurements of 
library, laboratory, campus pathways, dormitories, fraternity and sorority 
houses and all that goes to make up campus life. However, the demobilized 
person will grow most richly in the environment of the religious fellow- 
ship. Therefore, the student religious organization ought to receive pri- 
mary importance in the post-war period. The extent to which the in- 
dividual will voluntarily relate himself to a group and to a fellowship and 
the extent to which he will enjoy the effectiveness of that fellowship will 
greatly depend upon the extent to which the Church accepts its responsi- 
bility at this particular time. In the light of this fact, the Department of 
Student Work through the medium of the Methodist Student Movement, 
is making elaborate plans for the post-war period. Each local unit is 
expected to have a demobilization center and to have in it veterans who 
have already returned to help plan in terms of their fellow veterans who 
will be coming in the days ahead. The attempt will be made to interpret 
the Church to the students as an agency for total rehabilitation. The 
attempt will be made to get them to see the significance of the Church 
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_ to interpret the Church as an agency of community in the totality of 


society in interpreting values to human beings and in giving them an 
_ opportunity to express these values in service. The attempt will be made 
to have the Church function as a veteran’s organization so that the 
_ veteran, and other demobilized persons, may have a sense of belonging 


and an assurance of relationship within their campus experience. All of — 
this will be exceedingly important and each local unit of the Methodist 
Student Movement is expected to constitute itself as an agency to provide 
for demobilized persons the atmosphere, the warmth, the fellowship, the 
meaning and significance of the Church. ; 


ADDITIONAL ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 


_ It has been indicated elsewhere that in the first quadrennium of The 
Methodist Church, the Methodist Student Movement has attained or- 
ganizational consciousness. It is clearly evident, however, that there are 
people in our Church who do not yet see the reason for, or the significance 
of, the work of the Methodist Student Movement. For instance, there 


‘are some who do not understand the need for the program of student 


work separate from the general youth program of the Church. They 
feel that college students are youth and therefore should be treated the 
same as all other young people of the Church. It is the belief of the De- 
partment of Student Work that sound religious education takes cogni- 
zance of the fact that the college student is the same as all other young 
people but that during the college experience he 1s made different. He is 
given a training and skills are placed in his hands which can be either 
powerfully destructive or greatly constructive in his own life and in the 
life of the community. It is for this reason that the Methodist Student 
Movement has a task in the field of public relations to help the Church 
see the reason for and the significance of the church student movement. 


Therefore, increased attention will be given in the days to come in in- 


terpreting to the Church the fact that there is deep and abiding necessity 
for a voluntary religious organization operating within the framework 
of the Church that will give the student an opportunity to express his 


religious experience in campus life. 


It will be the attempt of the Department of Student Work to interpret 
during this quadrennium the relationship of the Methodist Student 
Movement to college students on Methodist college campuses. It is an 
historical fact that the movements of student work in the churches began 
in relationship to the students attending state and independent colleges 
and universities. Historically, this took place for the reason that the 
Church was compelled to give attention to these students because there 
was no provision for the development of their religious life as on the 
church college campus. In the developmental process of the church 
student movements the church related campus found its place in the 
fellowship and is now an integral part of it. Because of the special nature 
of the church college campus an effort is being made to discover the most 
effective way for it to make its unique and basic contribution in student 
Christian work to the total program. The Methodist Student Movement 
has had no small part in giving leadership to the specific question of how 
this is to be done. Therefore, the Department of Student Work through 
the medium of the Methodist Student Movement will seek during the 
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new quadrennium to continue the philosophy of “the Church follows its 


students” and to relate all of the Methodist students, as well as any others 
who care to unite in our fellowship on Methodist college campuses and 
through Wesley Foundations and similar organizations on state university 
and other campuses. 

There are some recent developments in the new quadrennium to which 
attention should be given because of their significance. 


1. A Seminar of the Methodist Student Movement was held in Nash-— 


ville, Tennessee, January 1-5, 1945. To this seminar came at least 120 
of the professional leaders of campus life. It included directors of religious 
life in Methodist colleges, teachers of Bible, professors of religion, direc- 
tors of Wesley Foundations, adult counsellors among students, and pastors 
of churches in university centers. These persons spent a great deal of 
time in giving thorough consideration to the work, the philosophy, and 
to the procedures of the Methodist Student Movement. This seminar 
and the material which it prepared for use throughout the Church ought 
greatly to clarify the organizational details, plans and program of student 
Christian work in our Church. 

2. Another development was the fact that the Association of Schools 
and Colleges of The Methodist Church, at the request of the staff of the 
Department of Student Work, has appointed a committee composed of 
four college presidents who will work with the staff in the preparation 
of recommendations that will be sent back to the Association to interpret 
the relationship of the work to the church college. 

3. The entire field of religion in higher education is now being re- 
studied. It is bringing into focus again the question of credit courses in 
religion especially at state universities. Special attention will be given 
to this in order to meet the demand in a manner that is both evangelical 
and intellectually sound. 

There is one further organizational detail which should be more 
clearly understood in the Church and it will be the job of the Methodist 
Student Movement from the public relations standpoint to seek to 
make it clear during this quadrennium. That refers to the development 
of a ‘‘Methodist’”’ Student Movement. The question is frequently raised 
particularly in interdenominational circles, why should there be a ‘‘ Meth- 
odist’”’ Student Movement? It is frequently stated that students are not 
denominationally conscious and that a “‘Methodist’’ Student Movement 
represents an historical ‘‘throw back” in these times. It is perhaps true 
that persons who take this viewpoint do not see the real meaning and 
significance of the Church. The justification for a church student move- 
ment is in the fact that campus Christian leaders now quite generally recog- 
nize the Church as the body of Christ, the custodian of values across the 
centuries, the interpreter of values in modern life and the agency through 
which young people can channel their Christian idealism. It is in this 
philosophy of the Church that the program of the Methodist Student 
Movement will be continued. The attempt will be made to channel the 
young people of our Church through the Church in a service to society. 
This does not stamp the Methodist Student Movement as being narrowly 
denominational, but it does give it the attitude of being conscious of 
Christian churchmanship and of seeking to express that in campus and 
community life. 
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a PROJECTS 
#4 The religious experience of the college student should not be limited 
to “absorption.” There are some who feel that if Christian persons on 
_ the faculty are provided, that if there are credit courses in religion, that 
if there are adult counsellors in religion, and if there are chapel exercises, 
E this makes sufficient provision for the religious life of the students. How- 
_ ever, experience with students shows that all this can be provided and 
Pag not enough be done for the religious life of students. The finest flower- 
_ ing of student idealism comes in those voluntary associations wherein 
_ he joins with others in the practical expression of his religious conviction. 
_ To this end, therefore, the Methodist Student Movement is seeking to 
_ provide a larger variety of projects through which students may express 
_ their faith. For example, the Caravan Movement, in spite of difficulties 
encountered by the war continues to expand and grow. In the six years 
_ that the Caravan Movement has been in existence 1,278 college students 
have visited at least 6,891 churches in the service of Christian church- 
_ manship. Specialized Caravans have been sent to Japanese-American 
_ Relocation Centers, home missions stations, underprivileged churches, 
industrial residential centers, trailer camrs, and to service units of The 
_ Methodist Church in Mexico. Work Camps are now provided in different 
sections of the nation wherein students may go into a rural or urban 
"4 center and physically work, intellectually stretch and spiritually grow. 
+The Methodist Student Fellowship Fund, launched a year ago, is 
already opening new vistas in regard to the exchange of students, the 
support of Fellow Colleges and Fellow American plans, and new oppor- 
tunities for missionary recruitment in reconstruction and other channels 
of service in the Church. It is to be expected in this quadrennium and in 
_ the post-war period that additional projects may be provided especially 
_ in harmony with the Crusade for Christ wherein college students may 
‘give expression to their idealism. The Department of Student Work is 
_ planning the development of service relationships to underprivileged 
groups, to labor units, to population concentration centers, and in the 
continuing ministry of caravans to local churches and to local youth 
fellowships. The project method of student religious expression cannot be 
too strongly emphasized. Through the channel of our student magazine, 
_ motive, which is now recognized as the outstanding student periodical in 
the nation, new vistas of service are constantly being opened, as the 
student columns of this magazine discuss religious life and its possibilities 
in service to all mankind. 






ECUMENICAL UNITY IN CAMPUS LIFE 


Persons who have opportunity to observe student religious life over 

a period of years are credited with making the observation that there 
have been developments in student religious work in recent times that 
far exceed anything in the past. The chief points of emphasis of the 
‘nineteenth century were individual religious experience, evangelism, mis- 
sionary zeal, and Bible study. Student work in the twentieth century 
now expresses all of these and more through the medium of the Christian 
‘Church. The power of this development in these times cannot be over 
estimated. The awakening in the churches, in so far as student work is 
concerned, occurred in the period of 1900-1910. The development of 
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organization took place in 1910-1920. Since that time in the developme 
of church and Christian Association agencies there has come an increasi: 
need on the part of these campus Christian agencies to throw their 
sources together in a common strategy of Protestant Christian work 
the American college scene. t 

This new sense of togetherness began to develop when the Luther: 
Student Association of America asked for recognition in the World Stude 
Christian Federation. Such recognition had already been given to t 
Student Christian Association, that is, to the Y.M.C.A. and the Y.W.C. 
and to the Student Volunteer Movement, but not to the church stude 
groups. In 1938 a Provisional Council of the World Student Christi 
Federation was organized. It was made the permanent North Americ 
Council of the World Student Christian Federation in 1942. It was i 
clusive of all campus Christian agencies in the United States. In t 
winter of 1943 a conference on the World Mission of the Church w. 
held under the auspices of the Student Volunteer Movement. At th 
time the Council of the World Student Christian Federation voted f 
further developments in so far as student Christian work was concerne 
All of this was greatly hastened by the work of the War Emergen 
Council, a council which had brought the student Christian agenci 
- together for religious work among student trainees. This was also true 
students of the Interreligious Council which was inclusive of the W 
Emergency Council and the work among the Roman Catholic and t 
Jewish faiths. In April, 1944, a committee met to recommend to all t 
agencies a plan for united student Christian work in this country. 
was formally adopted at Riverside Church in New York City, Septemb 
15, 1944, when the United Student Christian Council came into bein 
Thus for the first tome in Protestant student work in the United States ther’ 
is an agency through which all of the church and other religious groups a 
working together. It does not mean in any sense that any of them dis 
banded or disorganized their work. Each agency, such as the Methodis 
Student Movement, the Y.W.C.A., the Lutheran Student Association 
and other groups, will continue its work as it has in the past. Th: 
United Student Christian Council brings them together in a larger way 
for the development of their program in a manner that creates a sens’ 
of unity and spiritual togetherness. 


CONCLUSION 


In conclusion, it should be noted that the Methodist Student Move 
ment during this year will devote itself to the following: The develop 
ment of a stronger theological base, the service of religious work in behal 
of demobilized persons, an attempt more thoroughly to understand th 
program of student religious work on Methodist college campuses anc 
the relationship of the Department of Student Work to these local units 
larger phases of cooperative work in connection with other Christiar 
agencies of the college campuses of the nation, and projects of service ir 
the work of the Church. It will attempt to clarify and enrich the rela 
tionship of the individual student to the living Christ, to emphasize th 
essentials of the Christian faith, to train students in good religious edu 
cation and sound Christian churchmanship and to help them to express 
their Christian convictions in campus life in a manner that is at once in- 
telligent, Methodistic and Christian. 
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